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Welcome to Shirenewton Playgroup
We hope that you will find this guide informative and helpful. It has been produced to explain a little of what our group is about, our objectives and how we aim to achieve them.
The group is based at Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  We are an LEA Non Maintained Setting and are a member of Early Years Wales.
Choosing the right nursery placement for your child can be confusing and difficult, and it is so very important that your child’s early years are happy and secure.   This is an important time and lays the foundation for secure and positive feelings about being in a world where you are not always present.  Staff aim to make your child’s transition into the group as smooth as possible and you will be kept informed and updated on how your child is settling. 
Please ensure that your child wears suitable play clothes to playgroup and brings a pair of slippers or soft shoes to wear indoors. We also ask that your child wears or brings waterproof outdoor clothes and wellingtons to wear when playing in the outdoor areas.
If you would like to visit with your child before your child starts, this can be arranged. 
We have close links with the local primary schools which enables us to help the children make a smooth transition from pre-school care to school life.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any other queries regarding the group.  Contact details are on page 10.
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Aims

We aim: -
	to provide a warm, friendly and stimulating environment in which your child can discover and learn 
	to help children acquire, through exploration and investigative play, the concepts and skills which will support their future learning 
	to encourage early literacy enjoyment through books, stories, rhymes, songs and poems which promote the desire to read and extend 
vocabulary and communications skills

	to support children to become independent, learn new skills and refine skills which they have already acquired 
	to encourage children to develop their self-esteem and their personal beliefs and moral values 
	to help children to gain a positive awareness of their own and other cultures 

Children are curious and enjoy exploring and investigating the world in which they live.
We believe that children learn best through first hand experiences and by being actively involved in their learning.
Most of all we want the children to come home and say that they have been playing, learning and having fun! 
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Staff
Our Staff have many years’ experience of working at the Playgroup and all have had children themselves.  One staff member has a level 5 Early Years qualification and 4 staff have a level 3 Early Years qualification.  Staff have attended the new Welsh Early Years Curriculum training and the majority of staff hold current Paedriatric Emergency First Aid Certificates and Food Hygiene qualifications. The National Minimum Standards ratio for the number of qualified staff in attendance will be adhered to.

All staff hold Enhanced Disclosures issued by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and have current Safeguarding and Prevent certificates. 

The Staffing ratio is one member of staff to every eight children aged 3 to 4 years and one member of staff to every four children aged 2 1⁄2 to 3 years.
The group is registered for a maximum number of 26 children per session, although it is our normal practice to accept up to 24 children per session.
The facilities include 2 separate rooms, a kitchen, toilets and a cloakroom area. There are toilets and full access provision for the disabled and all facilities are at ground floor level.
Facilities
No other group uses the hall during Playgroup sessions.
We have developed a Nature Garden in a corner of the playing field attached to the Recreation Hall. This is a secure, fenced area in which the children can explore and learn in the outdoor environment.
We also have access to the playing field and the enclosed children's playground for further outdoor activities
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The Early Years Curriculum
“This curriculum recognises that every child in our setting is unique and that their development is rapid between birth and five years of age.  It supports holistic development by keeping the developmental needs of our children at the forefront of our pedagogical practice”
Setting the scene for Learning:  	By enabling adults 
Providing engaging experiences 
Providing effective environments
Play and play-based learning
Being outdoors
Authentic and purposeful learning
Physical Literacy 
Cross-curricular skills – Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Competence
The needs of the child – the five developmental pathways – Belonging
													Communication
													Exploration
													Physical development
													Well-being
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Typical Routine
9.15 a.m.
Registration and circle time (Amser Cylch) group discussion
9.30 - 11.30 a.m.
The children take part in free play where many activities, which are open ended to meet the children’s needs, are offered. These include a range of physical and musical activities, block play, loose parts, sand, water & messy play, painting, playdough, mark-making, small world play, books and stories, puzzles, games, role play, dressing up and outdoor activities. Equipment, resources and activities are changed on a weekly basis to offer diversity and extended learning opportunities.
The children all receive individual support and attention to develop and extend their learning.
10.30 - 11.15 a.m.
Café style snack time, where children are encouraged to select their snack and become independent in pouring their drinks and clearing away. Daily snacks offered to the children consist of healthy nutritious foods, in line with our Gold Award under the Healthy Pre-Schools scheme.
11.30 am   Tidy up time (Amser Tacluso) and Story time (Amser Stori)
11.50 a.m.  Outside play 
12.30 p.m.  Home time
The group operates an extended wraparound session on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, from 12.30 pm until 3pm, where children will have access to free play (as per the morning session) and outdoor play activities in the Nature Garden.  Parents are requested to provide a packed lunch and a water bottle for their child which will be consumed between 12.30 pm and 1pm, under the supervision of the staff.
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All of our policies and risk assessments are reviewed annually by the staff, usually in the Spring term. Once your child joins the group a portfolio of our policies will be available for you to take home to read and we ask you to sign an acknowledgement slip as proof of having seen these policies. Our policies folder is also always available from the Manager on request.
Equal Opportunities
The Playgroup has a policy of equal opportunities and anti-discrimination regardless of class, creed, colour and nationality for all children, parents and staff.  Children with additional education needs are welcome within the group and staff will work closely with parents and health professionals to meet their individual needs.

Behaviour and Discipline
Our policy is to encourage children to behave co-operatively. The team uses positive methods of behaviour guidance, not physical or humiliating methods of discipline. We believe that discipline should be firm but fair. Children are given praise and encouragement that acknowledges and values their efforts.
Health and Safety
The children's Health and Safety is paramount at all times. Staff check equipment daily, keep outside doors locked and observe fire regulations.
For the health and protection of all children and for your own child's benefit, we ask you not to bring your child to the group if he or she is unwell. If at any time, someone other than the usual person is collecting your child, please be sure to let us know. The group cannot release your child to any other person without advance authorised notice.
Emergency Procedures 
You will be asked to provide details of the person responsible for collecting your child in an emergency.  It is important that this person lives close enough to the playgroup to be able to collect your child within a reasonable time period.

If an emergency arises and you are unable to collect your child by 30 minutes after the appointed playgroup closure time, then Playgroup will try to contact you, or the child’s emergency contact.  If we are unable to do this, we will need to inform social services that we have an uncollected child.  We will then act upon their instructions.
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Complaints Procedure
The group has a complaints procedure, which outlines how formal complaints about the group and its operation can be made. Please contact the Manager if you are concerned about any aspect of the provision. The procedure for complaints is displayed on the notice board in the entrance hall and is available in our parents policy file. 
Shirenewton Playgroup is registered by Care Inspectorate Wales who are the independent regulator of social care and childcare in Wales.                 CIW register, inspect and take action to improve the quality and safety of services for the well-being of the people of Wales and have a duty to ensure that the National Minimum Standards and Child Minding and Day Care (Wales) Regulations 2010 are met. 
They may be contacted at:    	Care Inspectorate Wales
Telephone: 0300 7900 126
Email: ciw@gov.wales
Welsh Government office
Sarn Mynach
Llandudno Junction LL31 9RZ

If a complaint about the group is received by CIW, then their role in dealing with the complaint is as follows:
· CIW may refer the complainant to Beverly Lindsay as Person in Charge/Registered Person or her deputy, Morgan Baker
· CIW may inspect to check compliance with the regulations and National Minimum Standards
· CIW may refer the complaint to another agency.
This statement of purpose will be reviewed annually, usually in the Spring term, along with the Group Policies and Procedures and Risk Assessments. Any revisions to this Statement of Purpose will be notified to CIW at least 28 days before it is to take effect.
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Practical Items and Admissions Policy
The group is situated in Shirenewton Recreational Hall and is open during school term time. The main language used in the group is English, however, Welsh language and traditional Welsh customs and culture are also introduced to the children. Parents/carers can make an application for a place at any time prior to their child being 2 1⁄2 years old.
You are welcome to arrange a visit to the group before making an application. Applications forms are available from the Playgroup Manager via the website, email or by phone (see below for details) and once completed application forms are returned, you will be advised of the timings of a suitable place for your child. Parents are requested to indicate preferences and sign for parental permissions on the reverse of the application form. The waiting list is arranged in order of date of birth. In exceptional circumstances a decision to admit a child may be made, by the Manager, based on application dates and special requirements.
You will be contacted when a place becomes available and an informal visit will be arranged prior to your child joining the group. Children should ideally attend for at least two sessions per week as less than 2 sessions is unsettling for your child and for the group as a whole.
The group is open Monday to Friday, during school term times, for morning sessions, from 9.15 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and afternoon wraparound care from 12.30 pm until 3pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Fees are payable in advance on a half term basis. These fees still apply if your child is unwell or on holiday. However, it may be possible to exchange your child’s sessions or for you to sell his/her place to another parent for their child.  
The group is a Monmouthshire Non-Maintained approved Early Years provider of Nursery Education and from the full term after your child is three, he/she will become eligible, if they meet the LA Early Years Education Grant criteria, for funding from Monmouthshire Education Authority towards the cost of each session.  Fees are reviewed annually and details of the current fees amount and grant information is available from the Manager. We also accept childcare vouchers and payment via the HMRC childcare scheme.
Before your child starts, you will be issued with a written Parent’s Contract document and a Terms and Conditions letter, which outlines the terms and conditions of the contract between parents and the playgroup and a Child Admission form, which requests further information on your child, including medical and dietary information and requests. 
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Contact details: 
Beverly Lindsay 	Playgroup Owner/Manager

Home address : 	Little Trevella, 
Gaer Fawr, 	
Llangwm, 
Usk, 
Monmouthshire 
NP15 1HJ

Mobile :                    	07798 780971
Home :		        	01291 650830
Email :                     	shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com	  
Website: 	       	www.shirenewtonplaygroup.co.uk
Beverly Lindsay    6.1.2025                                                 www.shirenewtonplaygroup.co.uk	Page 1 of 8
image3.jpeg
Shirenewton
Playgroup
Friendly & Fun Learning




image1.png
A Parent's Guide




image2.jpeg
Shirenewton
k Playgroup
Friendly & Fun Learning





Bev erly   Lindsay      6.1 . 202 5                                                   w ww.shirenewtonplaygroup.co.uk   Page   1   of   2        

- Our Statement of Purpose  

